
 

 

The United States 
Immunodeficiency 

Network 

40 W Chesapeake Ave 

Suite 308 

Towson, MD 21204 

Visit us on the Web: 

www.usidnet.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USIDNET website ( www.usidnet.org ) 

 

 

USIDNET staff has  removed all WIRB approval 
documents and posted the newly approved IIRB 
protocols and consents which are found on the 
website under Disease Registry, IRB Resource 
Documents. Other items that  have been added 
to the website are:  
 
Future Events  

�x 1st International Congress on 
Controversies in Allergology and 
Immunology Sorrento, Italy April 29 - 
May 10 2010.  

�x The American Society of Gene & Cell 
Therapy (ASGCT)13th Annual Meeting, 
May 19-22, 2010 in Washington, DC 
13th Annual Meeting, May 19-22, 2010 
in Washington, DC. 

�x Advancing Rare Disease Research: 
Intersection of Patient Registries, 
Biospecimen Repositories and Clinical 
Data The Office of Rare Diseases 
Research, National Institute of Health, is 
sponsoring a workshop which will be 
held in the Double Tree Hotel in 
Bethesda, Maryland, on January 11-12, 
2010.  

�x 2010 CIS/Baxter Scholarship Program 
The Clinical Immunology Society is 
pleased to announce that we are now 
accepting applications for the 2010 CIS 
/ Baxter Scholarship Program.  

 

 

The Visiting Immunology Scholar Program, update for 
2009 
 
This program has been generously funded by Talecris. We have been able to sponsor the 
following Awardees along with the names of the  Host Institutions: 
Lara Devgan 

Children's Hospital Los Angeles 
Kelly Hetherington, M.D. 

Children's Hospital & Regional Medical Center - Seattle, WA 
John M. Norvell, M.D. 

Children's Hospital, Boston 
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Shiv Patel, M.D. 
Children's Hospital, Boston 

Jeffrey P. Yaeger, M.D. 
Children's Hospital & Regional Medical Center - Seattle, WA 

Yesim Yilmaz, M.D 
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia 

Jonathan Mozena, M.D. 
National Institutes of Health - Bethesda, MD 

Amit Kumar, M.D. 
Mt. Sinai Medical Center- New York 

Svetlana Krassilnikova, M.D., Ph.D. 
Children's Hospital Los Angeles 

Nicholas L. Rider, D.O. 
Children's Hospital Boston 

Kerri Nottage, M.D. 
Children's Hospital Boston 

Sima Mithani, M.D. 
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia 

Marina Ostroukhova, MD., Ph.D. 
National Jewish Medical and Research Center 

Jacqueline Ross, M.D. 
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia 

Rebecca Marsh, M.D. 
National Institutes of Health 

Akila Sreedharan, M.D. 
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia 

Jasminder Multani, M.D. 
Mt. Sinai Medical Center- New York 

Pavana Beerelli, M.D. 
Children's Hospital Los Angeles 

Payal Patel, M.D. 
Duke University, North Carolina 

Paige Wickner, M.D. 
Mt. Sinai Medical Center, New York 

Seane Deane, M.D. 
           Children’s Hospital of Boston 
Michael Prematta 
           Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
Cristina Ramos 
           Seattle Children’s Hospital 
 

IDF/USIDNET- LeBien Visiting Professor 

The LeBien Visiting Professor Program promotes improved knowledge about 
the diagnosis and treatment of primary immunodeficiency diseases. Teaching 
hospitals throughout the United States may submit a request for a leading 
clinical immunologist to lead Grand Rounds or present at other educational 
activities, such as bedside rounds or house staff and/or medical residents 
conferences. 

In 2009 there were 9 locations that hosted the selected Visiting Professors, see 
chart below: 

Date of 
Visit Medical Institution Selected VP Location 

January 14-15, 
2009 Tulane University William Shearer New Orleans, LA 

March 10-11, 
2009 Hershey Medical Center Troy Torgerson 

Hershey, 
PA                    
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March 17-19, 
2009 Morehouse School of Medicine Rebecca Buckley Atlanta, GA 

April 2-3, 2009 
University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill Steven Holland 

Chapel Hill, 
NC                     
                  

April 23-24, 2009 
University of Iowa Children's 
Hospital Hans Ochs Iowa City, IA 

May 14-15, 2009 Medical College of Wisconsin Jordan Orange 

Milwaukee, 
WI                     
            

May 18-20, 2009 
University of Tennessee, College 
of Medicine Rebecca Buckley Chattanooga, TN 

October 5-6, 
2009 

St. Johns Hospital and Medical 
Center 

Charlotte 
Cunningham-
Rundles Detroit, MI 

November 3, 
2009 

University of Texas Medical 
School-Houston Steven Holland Houston, TX 

 

Meetings at the AAAAI 2009 and 2010 
 
In 2009 at the AAAAI meeting there was an expanded physician meeting held. 
Several USIDNET participating physicians as well as USIDNET staff attended 
the meeting to discuss USIDNET topics. The 2010 AAAAI Annual Meeting will be 
held from February 26, 2010 – March 2, 2010 in New Orleans, LA. Two 
members of the USIDNET staff will be attending the American Academy of 
Allergy Asthma and Immunology (AAAAI) meeting. USIDNET has met with the 
Immune Deficiency Foundation (IDF) to discuss booth and computer set up for 
the meeting. We have also requested an additional room to hold a Physician 
Meeting during the AAAAI meeting and we will be serving Hors d’oeuvres. 

 

The North American Symposium on Primary Immune 
Deficiency 
 
The first North American Primary Immune Deficiency National Conference will 
take place at the Sheraton Society Hill in Philadelphia, PA May 20-23, 2010. All 
are invited to attend. The meeting will kick off with “Corporate Thursday” on 
May 20th and will include speakers on new human immunotherapeutics. 

CIS Summer Schools 
 
The Summer School in Primary Immunodeficiency Diseases took place at the 
Alexander Hotel, September 10-14, 2009 in Miami Beach, Florida. This was the 
eighth meeting sponsored by the Clinical Immunology Society on Primary 
Immunodeficiency Diseases and proved to be another astounding success.  The 
next summer school, lead by Dr Cunningham-Rundles and Dr Sullivan, will be 
held also in Miami Beach, at the Hilton Bentley 9-13 2010 in Miami.  
 

http://www.usidnet.org/�


 

Josiah F. Wedgwood (1950-2009) 
 
The USIDNET mourns the loss of Josiah F. Wedgwood who died on November 
27, 2009.  The primary immunodeficiency (PID) and autoimmunity research 
communities lost a strong advocate and a dear friend.  
Josiah received a Bachelor of Arts magna cum laude, 1971, and a Ph.D. in 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, 1978, from Harvard University. He earned 
an M.D. from George Washington University School of Medicine in 1980 and 
trained in Pediatrics and  Pediatric Infectious Diseases at New York 
Hospital/Cornell University Medical Center, and in Neonatology/Perinatology at 
Long Island Jewish Medical Center. From 1991 to 1998, he was an Assistant 
Professor of Pediatrics at Mount Sinai Medical Center in New York. From 1998 
until 2002 Josiah served as Director of Newborn Services, Hospital of Saint 
Raphael at Yale Medical School. Josiah was the primary author of more than 25 
journal articles and 5 book chapters in neonatology, immunology, and pediatric 
infectious diseases. 
 
For his doctoral degree Josiah did marvelous research with Jack Strominger on 
the process of N-linked glycosylation. His contemporaries recall that Josiah 
knew everyone and everything, particularly in organic chemistry and classical 
biochemistry. He was a generous colleague who preferred to discuss everyone 
else’s work rather than his own.  He became a skilled clinician with a strong 
commitment to ill children and the research that would lead to advances on 
their behalf.  He realized that he could better serve these causes as a program 
director at NIH and in 2002 he joined NIAID as Chief of the Immunodeficiency 
and Immunopathology Section in the Division of Allergy, Immunology and 
Transplantation. Josiah was a steadfast proponent for research in PID, the 
driving force behind the establishment of USIDNET, and an active member of 
the IUIS Expert Committee on PID. He was an institute representative to the 
NIAID Autoimmunity Centers of Excellence and an advocate for patients and 
researchers, alike, working with intelligence and humor to promote numerous 
clinical trials in autoimmune disease.  As chair of the trans-NIH Autoimmune 
Diseases Coordinating Committee Josiah worked closely with representatives of 
more than 30 federal agencies, private research foundations, and patient 
advocacy groups.  In his interactions with lay advocates and investigators, he 
displayed grace, patience and a focus on significance and achievement.  As a 
program officer, Josiah was an insightful strategist, and was always available 
to advise grantees and applicants. He took genuine interest in our work, 
encouraged us when things looked grim, and celebrated our successes. He 
handled our anxieties with charm and wit, because he loved and understood 
both the science and the scientists. 
 
Josiah is survived by his wife, Ruth Wedgwood, Burling Professor of 
International Law at Johns Hopkins University's School of Advanced 
International Studies; his 11 year old son, Josiah, who accompanied him to the 
IUIS conference in Dublin this past June; brothers Jeffrey and John; and his, 
Ralph Wedgewood, Emeritus Professor at the University of Washington, Seattle 
and Ginny.  Josiah balanced his professional parents responsibilities with his 
family obligations and all who worked with him were impressed by his 
commitment to his son and their great pleasure in being together. 
Josiah’s many achievements will be remembered by his colleagues at the NIH 
and by the scientific and patient communities he enthusiastically served. We 
will sorely miss his commitment, wisdom, gentle humor and friendship. 
 
 


